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Dominican Republic strongly committed to 
electric cars 

 
The largest importer of US electric cars was China, 
with 20% of the total, followed by the United 
Arab Emirates, Hong Kong and Canada. 
 
The Dominican Republic has become the largest Latin 
American importer and fifth largest worldwide 
importer of electric cars manufactured in the United 
States in the first quarter of 2017, according to 
Datamyne, the world's largest trade database. 
 
The tables of foreign trade items from this year 
display more granular data that allow us to track very 
specific products in the global market, after the 
implementation of the new Harmonized System of 
tariff codes at the beginning of this year. 
 
The United States exported a total of 32,949 electric 
cars in the first quarter, of which 1,312 vehicles, 4% 
of the total, were imported by the Dominican 
Republic. 
 
The Caribbean nation stood out as a buyer of electric 
cars due to a government-mandated tariff preference 
in an attempt to replace polluting cars with clean 
vehicles. 
 
The largest importer of US electric cars was China, 
with 20% of the total, followed by the United Arab 
Emirates, Hong Kong and Canada. 
 
The United States, in any case, imported more electric 
cars than those it exported in the first quarter of the 
year. It bought abroad a total of 78,676 vehicles, 
coming from more predictable markets: Japan (41%), 
Mexico (27%) and Korea (26%). 
 
The electric vehicle market is still a much smaller 
fraction of the total automobile market, but it is 
growing and its prices are falling. Some analysts 
predict that by 2020 the demand for electric cars will 
begin to significantly reduce the global demand for 
oil. 




