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About our 2010 U.S. Containerized Import Ports 

Report: 

 

As the most innovative and advanced U.S. trade information provider to the international 
trade community, Zepol has created this report of the top 25 U.S. ports for port authorities, 

steamship lines, 3PLs, importers, and suppliers of the United States market. This report 

provides a better understanding of where the U.S. transportation market has been in 2010 
and where it is going in the future. 

 
This report provides detailed profiles for each of the top 25 U.S. ports, based on TEU volume. 

Included in each profile are the top 5 foreign ports, top master carrier partners, and key 
consignees. In addition, we have included a list of the most important products that are 

imported though each specific port for 2010. 
 
All data was retrieved using Zepol’s trade data tools, TradeIQ™ and TradeView™. These 
products are subscription services for the international trade arena. Subscribers have access to 

additional information for each port, carrier, product, and importer at both a transactional and 
aggregate level.  

 
Data is reported as it is released by government sources. In many cases, multiple sources will 

not show data that correlates. Most of these cases are accounted for based on how products 
arrive in the United States and the manner in which the U.S. government records the shipment 

data.  
 
TEUs (Twenty-foot Equivalent Units) are derived from U.S. Customs trade data. TEUs include all 

containerized shipments released via U.S. Customs’ Automated Manifest System (AMS), 
excluding empties and NVOCC Bill of Lading records. Values of trade are the total imports for 

2010 from U.S. Census trade statistics.  
 

The international ports reported are the last foreign ports the shipments left from before reaching 
the United States. Key importers are taken from a sampling of some of the top well known 

companies using the port for imports. Master carriers are the top ocean carriers for the products 
to the specific port.  

 
Zepol hopes that the information in this report will be informative and help your organization plan 

for 2011 by fully understanding your market. 
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Report Note:  

 
 
This report is based on data collected from U.S. Customs on a daily basis from the Automated 
Manifest System. Because of this collection method, some data will show imports into a particular 

port which were actually transshipments.  
 

This is particularly prominent for the ports of Tacoma and Seattle as imports to and exports from 
Prince Rupert and Vancouver are often recorded as imports for the United States as part of the 

collection method. Therefore, the port of entry for some imports reported will in reality be a 
Canadian port.  

 
This recording method leads to an overstatement of imports for the ports of Seattle and Tacoma. 

In addition, some of the consignees and carriers listed will be transporting containers through 
Canadian ports rather than Seattle and Tacoma.  
 

This data represents the information as it is recorded by U.S. Customs. The data recorded may 
overstate totals from transshipments and may include other data anomalies. 
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Port 
2010 
TEU 

2009 
TEU 

TEU 
Change 2010 Value 2009 Value # of BL 

#1    Los Angeles, CA 4,073,108 3,604,343 13.01% $202,684,036,016 $167,653,643,330 1,935,226 

#2    Long Beach, CA 3,142,726 2,565,891 22.48% $56,633,875,820 $44,392,476,265 1,534,581 
#3    Newark, NJ/New          
York, NY 2,677,604 

2,327,280 
15.05% 

$124,948,309,599 $104,506,275,896 
1,646,536 

#4    Savannah, GA 1,087,446 907,683 19.80% $34,350,121,979 $27,700,470,646 433,590 

#5    Seattle, WA 949,773 646,544 46.90% $32,748,564,372 $25,450,928,882 444,490 

#6    Oakland, CA 779,424 668,324 16.62% $24,368,645,072 $21,100,295,357 340,426 

#7    Norfolk, VA 739,520 667,645 10.77% $26,316,879,912 $24,041,831,454 330,392 

#8    Houston, TX 580,472 502,431 15.53% $60,132,809,283 $48,435,088,617 249,518 

#9    Charleston, SC 567,847 506,622 12.08% $30,821,085,266 $28,589,434,184 273,970 

#10  Tacoma, WA 483,231 475,807 1.56% $21,820,890,383 $19,223,053,180 246,264 

#11  Miami, FL 337,867 306,829 10.12% $10,959,828,214 $9,460,504,445 200,537 

#12  Port Everglades, FL 283,681 289,956 -2.16% $8,274,607,095 $6,757,997,665 115,363 

#13  Baltimore, MD 282,224 232,552 21.36% $27,026,921,188 $19,393,452,740 132,224 

#14  San Juan, PR 156,975 152,748 2.77% $5,221,771,514 $4,768,088,820 70,606 

#15  Philadelphia, PA 148,054 147,499 0.38% $24,841,000,427 $20,514,846,544 78,780 

#16  Wilmington, DE 133,927 132,116 1.37% $1,984,540,233 $3,535,903,404 13,906 

#17  Wilmington, NC 120,280 100,590 19.57% $4,566,296,967 $3,763,493,427 47,210 

#18  Gulfport, MS 105,964 102,525 3.35% $1,591,549,341 $1,343,088,762 17,477 

#19  Jacksonville, FL 99,221 85,352 16.25% $9,127,673,371 $7,375,239,021 34,915 

#20  Boston, MA 85,060 87,478 -2.76% $7,967,940,755 $6,977,388,820 48,663 

#21  New Orleans, LA 79,520 76,695 3.68% $17,479,446,547 $14,343,073,052 37,312 

#22  Portland, OR 71,758 70,386 1.95% $7,774,343,160 $6,942,062,352 29,745 

#23  Chester, PA 50,118 39,529 26.79% $7,595,065,540 $5,526,189,652 21,660 

#24  San Diego, CA 50,105 48,090 4.19% $4,525,354,922 $4,193,199,870 17,684 

#25  Mobile, AL 36,651 35,721 2.60% $6,427,514,672 $5,199,520,068 12,244 
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About Zepol 
 
At Zepol, we provide innovative, online trade databases that generate real competitive 

advantages for businesses. With our products, TradeIQ™ and TradeView™, subscribers have 
access to vital trade data, developed entirely from U.S. government sources that offer 

insights into:  
 

 Competitive activity 
 Potential sales leads 

 Supplier sourcing 

 Market trends and analysis 
 Legal and brand protection 

 
Subscribers use our databases to create smarter business strategies, new sales leads, and 

tactical market advantages.  
 

TradeIQ™ - Subscribers can access millions of U.S. import shipments from over 200 
countries, delivered via a user-friendly online database that makes finding the 

information you want easy. Analyze import shipments into the United States by 
searching Bill of Lading data and find the most up-to-date containerized shipment data 

easily. 
 

TradeView™ - Using trade data released by the U.S. Census Bureau's Foreign Trade Division, 
subscribers use the most effective tool for analyzing U.S. imports and exports. Examine total 

imports and exports for products, ports, customs districts, and transportation types by U.S. 

dollar value, searching all trade activity. 
 

Zepol Corporation is a Minnesota-based company working to provide the most complete and 
up-to-date trade data to organizations around the world. Zepol provides industry leading 

trade data tools, TradeIQ™ and TradeView™, for analyzing the United States trade 
marketplace. TradeIQ™ is an up-to-date U.S. Customs import Bill of Lading database and is 

available through an online interface. TradeView™ provides access to U.S. Census data to 
visualize the import and export economy.  

 
Zepol’s user base includes over 1,000 subscribers representing the leaders of every trade 

related industry. Our customers are the most important players in the international trade 
community. Users include leading transportation executives, supply chain professionals, 

competitive intelligence practitioners, and intellectual property attorneys at: 
 Over 40 of the Fortune 500 

 4 of the top 10 Port Authorities by Volume 

 7 of the top 10 Freight Forwarders 
 2 of the top 3 Fruit Importers 

 9 of the top 20 Chemical Companies 
 

 

http://www.zepol.com/Products/TradeIQ/Applications/Competitive-Intelligence.aspx
http://www.zepol.com/Products/TradeIQ/Applications/Lead-Prospecting.aspx
http://www.zepol.com/Products/TradeIQ/Applications/Supplier-Sourcing.aspx
http://www.zepol.com/Products/TradeIQ/Applications/Market-Analysis.aspx
http://www.zepol.com/Products/TradeIQ/Applications/Legal-Brand-Protection.aspx
http://www.zepol.com/Products/TradeIQ/TradeIQ.aspx
http://www.zepol.com/Products/TradeView/TradeView.aspx
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For Subscription Information: 

 

 

Please visit www.zepol.com and request a demonstration or free trial to one of our tools. 
 

 
Zepol Global Headquarters 

7455 France Avenue South, #409 
Edina, MN 55435-4702 

United States 
Phone: 612.435.2191 

Fax: 612.233.7124 
Sales: info@zepol.com 

Support: support@zepol.com  
Careers: careers@zepol.com  

 
 

 

 
Media members, please contact:  

Chelsea Craven 
Zepol Corporation 

chelsea.craven@zepol.com 
612.435.2179 
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